Taxus baccata Linn., a tree which grows abundantly in India, has been reported to possess an antifertility effect (Kirtikar & Basu, 1935; Chopra, Nayar & Chopra, 1956 ; Chopra, Chopra, Handa & Kapoor, 1958; Chaudhury, 1966 ovulation to any marked degree. When the aqueous extract of the leaves was administered at a dose of 400 mg/kg for 2 days, maximal anti-ovulatory activity was detected ( 100% ). When the same dose of the aqueous extract was adminis¬ tered for only 1 day, there was no anti-ovulatory activity. Activity was also detected when doses of 200 and 250 mg/kg were administered for 2 to 3 days before induction of ovulation. When the average numbers of bleeding points (ovulation points) in the different groups of animals were compared, it appeared that there were fewer in rabbits when Taxus baccata had been administered at a dose of 200 mg/kg for 3 days (1-00), 250 mg/kg for 2 days (1-60), and 400 mg/kg for 1 day ( 1 -80). However, bleeding points were present after administration of copper acetate in these animals while there were no bleeding points seen in ten 151
catheter, at different intervals before induction of ovulation. Ovulation was induced by injecting copper acetate intravenously (4\m=.\0mg/kg), a method which has been standardized in this laboratory (Khanna & Chaudhury, 1968) . Earlier investigators have used induction of ovulation by cupric gluconate (Suzuki & Bialy, 1964) 
